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SI^;:ARY  31’  SXY:;.  iic.:  v/ORK,  RISUi^TS 

BASED  OA  STATE  REPORTS 

. . .-  V . . .- 

TAis  s Warti''ne  E:’'tension  Work  is  Ro.  100  : n the  series.  The  first  of  these 

i''^eeV-lv  sun^iariea  , of  State  reports  i^as  issued  harch  12,  19^2.  Since  then,  the 
sun'-aaries  have  hel-^ed  to  l’:eep  the  Washington  staff  informed  on  the  progress  of 
vrartime  extension  vrork  in  the  States,  and  at  times  have  heen  of  considerable  as- 
sistance vrhen  inforra^'tion  on  a uarticialar  program  was  needed  on  short  notice. 

Wartime  ^Ixtension  Work  goes  to  the  Secretar'"' s office,  the  Department ' s Office  of 
Information,  a.nt^  to  offices  and  agencies  cooperating  with  the  Extension  Service  in 
war  w«rh,  as  v/ell  as  to  the  extension  staff  in  Washington.  The  only  State  distri- 
bution is  to  extension  directors  and  editors. 

The  -Duhlication  would  he  of  more  value  if  the  reports  summarized  could  be  more  rep- 
resentative of  the  entire  country.  In  the  more  than  2 years  since  the  summaries 
v^ere  started,.  2 States  have  never  sent  in  a report,  and  5 have  sent  in  but  1 each. 
About  15  States  have  reported  from  2 to  7 times  each.  Other  States  have  been  heard 
from,  more  or  less  regw.iarly,  an^’  about  a dozen  have  reported  faithfully  at  monthly 
i.ntervals.  Reports  are  more  helpful  vrhen  they  are  sent  in  immediately  after  the 
neriod  covered. 

Director  ’iilson,  in  his  letter  of  February  18',  19^2,  first  requesting  these  reports 
wrote  as  follovrs:  ■ do  not  need  long  or  general  statements.  What  vre  need  most 
is  short,  specific  high  lights  of  major  wg.rtirae  efforts  and  accomplishments  ex- 
pressed in  terms  of  t’leir  effect  on  farm  people,  with  enough  specific  examples  to 
show  the  full  implication  of  ma.jor  accomplishments  and  hovr  they  vjeve  attained.*' 

' ' ' ' ..."  v-  ...- 

/"  ' April  13,  1944 

Efficient  production  practices.-  Survey' of 'nearly  300  farms  in  central  Fansas,  con- 
ducted with  help  of  neighborhood  leaders,  indicates  several  opportunities  for  in- 
creased production  by  adoption  of  some' 'of  - more'  efficient  practices  advocated  by 
extension  v;orkers.  Large  percentage  of  farmers  fail  to  use  some  of  these  practices 
For  example,  4o  to  60  percent  of  fa.rmers  reported  they  do  not  treat  sorghum  seed 
for  smut;  20  to  50  percent  do  not  feed  mash  to  po-ultry;  30  to  90  percent  do  not 
fall-plovr  gardens;  20  to  70  percent  do  n'ot  use  -garden- 'windbreaks.  Out  of  25  prac- 
■ trees,  . general  adoption  was  reported  for  onlj^  2.-  These  were  early  preparation  of 
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seedlDed  for  whes.t,  in  '-'■hich  'but  b to  20  'oercent  failed;  and  use  of  adapted  varieties 
of  v^heat  and  sorghum — a practice  follov/ed  generally  by  all  hut  about  10  to  15  per- 
cent of  farmers.  I’-rm  committeemen,  at  county  meetings  to  consider  ways  and  means 
of  increasing  food  production,  checked  4 to  6 practices  among  those  most  neglected, 
to  uromote  in  their  contacts  with  other  farmers. 

Victory  Par  dens.-  ilioral  and  urban  Victory  Garden  programs  have  bean  merged  into  one 
under  State-wide  educational  campaign  conducted  by  extension  division.  Emphasis 
is  on  better  gardens  and  maximum  production.  Work  is  carried  on  princiaally  in  4o 
to^'Tos  of  4,000  population  or  more,  through  organizations  already  developed  by  ag- 
ricultural uroduction  committee  of  State  Council  of  Defense.  Practical  sugges- 
tions on  better  gardening  as  v;ell  as  on  increased  preserva.tion  of  fruits  and  vege- 
tables have  been  distributed  to  local  Victory  Garden  organizations. 

Home  health  and  sanita.ti on. - At  meetings  carried  on  all  over  State,  farm  women  have 
shovn  great  interest  in  nursing  of  communicable  diseases;  home  treatment  of  common 
ailments;  child  guidance  and  home-made  toys;  use  of  home  safety  check  list;  acci- 
dent urevention  and  first  aid;  special  care  of  feet;  mental  health;  symptoms, 
causes,  and  effects  of  diseases,  b'omen  asked  especially  for  information  on  common 
cold  and  influenza,  'Talks  and  demonstrations  v^ere  also  given  for  junior  high  *• 
school  boys  and  girls. 

Pam.i ly  post -^.rar  p1  ann i ng . - To  find  out  what  ”dirt-farmer"  is  planning  for  post-war 
ueriod  was  object  of  discussions  held  bj?-  home  demonstration  a.gents  with  farm  fami- 
lies, as  follo'-'-up  of  district  outlook  conferences.  Far^iilies  are  saving,  and  what 
they  Plan  to  do  with  savings  is  of  concern  to  all.  Electricity,  with  its  conven- 
iences such  as  lights,  refrigera-tors,  and  washing  machine,  heads  list  in  many 
counties  that  do  not  now  have  electricity  or  are  only  partly  covered.  Running  ■ 
wp.ter  and  bathrooms  are  close  second  and  are  m.ore  desired  than  central  heating. 
Family  car  will  have  to  be  replaced  in  early  post-war  years.  Replacement  of  trac- 
tor and  truck  m\ist  be  considered,  too.  Some  families  are  saving  to  help  service 
boys  get  started  again  in  farming.  In  some  discussions  families  indicated  they 
were  hoping  for  improved  living  conditions  but  as  yet  had  done  only  vague  planning. 
Discussions  of  this  kind  are  believed  to  be  provocative  of  definite  planning  and 
need  to  be  encouraged. 

Clothing  economy.-  Clothing. specialist  completed  series  of  war  schools  on  tailoring, 
including  making  of  new  garments  and  remaking  old  ones.  Women  in  Kansa.s  have  found 
it  important  to  kno'^  tailoring  processes  so  they  can  clothe  their  families  with 
raate,rials  on  hand  or  vuth  new  material,  for  economy  in  meeting  clothing  budget. 
Series  of  dressmaking  schools  in  eastern  and  western  sections  of  State  has  been 
started.  In  these  schools  specialists  emphasize  speed  and  accuracy  to  cut  down 
dressmaking  time  for  such  staple  garments  as  house  dresses,  nightwear,  and  under- 
wear. ^uick  processes  in  sev;ing  v;ill  give  farm  women  and  girls  more  time  for 
their  many  other  wartime  resnonsibilities . . . ' 

Home  management . - Farm  vromen  doing  extra  chores  or  field  work  have  had  to  find 
short  cuts  in  mana.gem.ent  of  time  and  energy.  Often  traditional  or  habitual  way  of 
doing  things  takes  too  much  time.  Women  are  eliminating  som.e  household  tasks -en- 
tirely, doing  others  less  often,  or  simplifying  tasks  that  must  be  done.  So  too, 
in  buying  bonds  end  meeting  heavier  taxes,  farm  families  have  to  plan  more  careful 
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use  of  increased  income.  Ways  of .thrift  they  are  finding  helpful  are;  Paying  cash 
for  necessary  purcha.ses,  planning  a longer  time  ahead,'/ conservation  of  v/hat  they 
own,  and  elimination  of  waste. 

Through  groun  discussion  in  McPherson,  Pawnee,  and  Kiowa.  Counties,  home-management 
leaders  are  helping  women — as  ’-romen  -nut  it  — "to  educa,te  our  minds,"  "to  leam  not 
to  he  nervous,"  "to  let  things  go  undone,"  "to  avoid  worry,"  "to  he  forewarned," 

"to'  plan  ahead,"  end  "to  make  changes  quickly."  Discussions  help  to  clarify  in- 
dividual problems,  give  coramunity,  feeling  of  unity,  thus  releasing  energ^^  for 
"Win  the  wa.r  wit.h,  food"  program. 

4-H  Gluh  work.-  ITea.rly  2,500  Cluh  members,  leaders,  and  extension  agents  at- 
tended district  meetings,  where  contests  in  model  meetings,  project  talks,  demon- 
strations, 4--  achievement  stories,  music,  and  dramatics  vrere  held.  ^Stress  was 
olaced  on  .greater  pa.rticiuation  by  club  members  in  food  production  and  preservation 
activities.  Club  iae^Abers  attending  were  signed  up  as  4-H  Commandos  to  increase 
membership.  Soie  Outstanding  presentations  at  district  meetings  are  expected  to  be 
repee.ted  a.t  State  rouiio.-up. 

College  clans  to  hold  a.nnual  State  gathering  of  4-K  Club  members,  local  leaders, 
and  extension  workers  earlj'’  in  June  to  give  emphasis  to  wartime  contributions  of 
4-H  Club  vrork.  Indications  are  that  gathering  will  be  only  half  usual  size  and 
s 0 .m  e wha.t  .shorter. 

Pormer  club  members  attending  Kansas  State  College  have  completed  annual  of  4-H 
Club  work  in  Kansas.  Special  sections  describe  4-H  'oarticipation  in  food  produc- 
tion and  in  campaigns  for  selling  war  bonds  and  sta.mps.  Publication  v.rill  go  to 
some  3*000  club  members  and  leaders  , throughout  State. 

Q-rasshop-ner  control.-  Special  grasshopper-control  program  is  planned  for  areas  in 
Thomas  and  Sherraan  Co'onties  a.nd  in  Finney  and  Kearny  Co'Jinties.  Officers  in  charge 
of  Federal  grasshopper  control  vail  furnish  materials  for  Federal  baiting  a.nd  for 
farmer  volunteer  baiting.  Bait  vdll  be  mixed  and  spread  along  roadsides  of  all 
open  roads  and  on  railroad  right  of  ways.  Mixed  bait 'will  be  furnished  free  to' 
farmers  at  mixing  pla.nt.  Federal  baiting  program  vrill  require  2 povrer-driven  mix- 
ers and  10  co^'rer- driven  bait  smreaders  on  trucks. 

County  commissioners  in  each  of  four  counties  plan  to  encourage  farmers  to  apply 
bait  at  ti.me  Federa.l  machines  are  making  application.  Commissioners,  tovrnship 
trustees,  and  farm  bureau  officials  vdll  tell  farmers  about  •orogram  and  urge  them 
to  apply  bait.  Federal  agents  vrill  bait  roadsides  of  somevrhat  more  than  7*524 
miles  of  roa.ds,  railroads,  and  irrigation  canals  with  about  tons  of  bait  (dry 
vreight).  About  273  additional  tons  will  be  required  for  farmer  volunteer  baiting. 
Baiting  vrui  he  done  at  best  time,  estimaded  to  be  la.st  pa.rt  of  Ma.y  a.nd  early  Jijme. 

Dai rying.-  Dairymen  are  being  urged  to  utilize  horae-grov/n  grains  and  home-produced 
proteins  in  form  of  grasses  and  legume  ha.ys,  to  maintain  high  milk  production 
with  feed  available. 

With  approach  of  flush  milk  production  period,  milk  plants  face  difficult  problem. 
Diversion  of  milk  from  butterfat  sales  to  whole  milk  sales  has  increased  volume  of 
milk  received  daily  by  many  plants  till  it  equals  last  year's  peak.  These  plants 
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had  some  trouble  last  year  in  handling  milk  during  flush  period  because  pf  labor 
shortage.  Nov  the;'-  are  losing  several  key  men  and  find  difficulty  in  keeping  one 
shift  fully  manned.  Present  milk  figures  indicate  second  shift  will  be  necessary 
in  many  plants,  and  managers  do  not  loiow  where  they  will  get  required  help.  Truck 
drivers  also  are  cause  for  concern,  since  many  have  been  drafted.  As  result  some 
milk  routes  have  been  abandoned  and  farmers  have  to  separate  their  vhole.  milk  and 
sell  butterfat  at  local  cream  stations. 

One  modern  milk  ulant,  producing  dried  skim  milk  and  handling  120,000  of 

milk  a day,  lost  five  key  men  from  manufacturing  rooms  in  1 week,  but  replaced  them 
with  naroled  convicts.  When  first  carload  of  dried  skim  milk  put  out  by  these  new 
vrorkers  was  ins'oected  for  sale  to  G-overnment,  9^  barrels  were  rejected,  majority  of 
remaining  104  graded  Standard,  and  a few  barrels  still  graded  Pxtra.  Sefore  loss 
of  these  key  men,  plant  had  continuously  sold  its  product  to  Government,  virtually 
entire  carload  being  graded  3xtra.  This  plant  has  18  truck  drivers  classified  1-A. 
One  truck  route  was  discontinued  when  driver  could  not  be  replaced,  and  may  be 
dropped  as  drivers  are  lost. 


PjEETO  RICO 

, April  5»  19^ 

Food  production.-  In  19^3  both  total  acreage  planted  and  total  production  of  I3  im- 
portant food  crops  i-'-'creased  considerably  over  19^2.  Acreage  v'ent  up  7I  percent 
and  production  22  percent.  These  increases  were  made  possible  largely  by  work  of 
both  Insular  and  Federal  agencies  and  wholehearted  cooperation  of  farmers.  Outlook 
for  1944  is  not  quite  so  encouraging  ovdng  to  contemplated  liquidation  of  war  emer- 
gency -olanting  program  and  pending  final  discontinuation  of  -olanting  program  of 
Puerto  Rico  Department  of  Agriculture  financed  vuth  b'ar  Emergency  Program  funds. 
Food  crop  production  in  1944  ma^y  also  be  adversely  affected  by  reduction  in  minimum 
acreage  set  for  food  crop  planting  -in  connection  vrith  production  of  sugarcane  dur- 
ing crop  year  1944-45.  Last  ;'-ear  farmers  were  obliged  to  plant  in  food  crops  acre- 
age not  less  than  20  percent  of  land  on  farm  on  which  sugarcane  was  grovring  on 
January  31*  19^3*  Under  1944-45  farm  practice  determination,  sugar  grovers  will  be 
required  to  plant  in  food  crops  acreage  equa.l  to  not  less  than  10  percent  of  land 
on  which  sugarcane  is  growing  on  J'jne  30*  19^^* 

Severe  drought  ha.s  been  suffered  during  last  5^  months,  rainfall  having  been  45 
percent  belov/  normal.  Drought  started  after  tropical  disturbance  of  October  19^3’ 
Production  in  19'+3  should 'ha.ve  increased  more  than  22  percent,  but  tropical  dis- 
turbance caused  damage.  Also  fertilizers  available  X'rere  of  inferior  quality. 
Farmers  are  vraiting  for  some  rainfall  to  start  planting.  If  drought  continues  2 
more  months,  during  heaviest  planting  season,  planting  will  be  reduced. 

Food-production  campaign  continues,  and  v/ar  emergency  food-production  assis-tants 
have  been  doing  efficient  job.  In  spite  of  all  handicaps,  Puerto  Rico  probably 
will  make  good  showing,  although  not  so  good  as  in  19^3*  Increase  in  n-umber  of 
Victory  Gardens  is  certain.  It  is  hoped  that  next  year  vegetable  seeds  can  be 
obtained  from  States  to  establish  Victor;/-  Ga.rdens  in  urban  and  rural  areas  of 
Puerto  Rico. 


4-'-!  Club  ¥ork.-  4-'-!  I-'Io'bilizatlon  Week  vas  com'^'lete  success,  as  follows; 


4-H  ne-’Wers  enrolled. . i ^ . 1*71S 


Victory  menlers  enrolled  .......  w . 5<  219 

Few  cluWs  orga,nized 13 

Meetings  held 33^ 

Attend^-nce  at  Tneetings 8,960 

Tours  conducted 10 

Parades  held 6 

Radio  programs 7 

Displays  of  4-H  work 12 


WAShIFOTOF 
Auril  27,  1944 

La.h or- saving  demonstration. - Series  of  labor-saving  demonstrations  of  farm  and  home 
eguiument  was  recently  concluded  in  23  counties.  As  many  a. s 1,500  -oeople  attended 
and  requested  1,520  blueprints  of  labor-saving  devices  at  single  meeting.  Home- 
management  equipment  demonstrations  are  now  winding  uu. 

"Sa.ve  the  food”  program.-  Special  committee  has  been  awoointed  to  deteimiine  advisa- 
bility of  starting  program  "to  prevent  vraste  caused  by  loss  of  food  after  it  is 
produced, " and  to  develop  comprehensive  plans  if  such  a program  seems  advisable. 
Suggested  phases  are  rodent  control,  accident  prevention,  -oarasite  control,  fire 
prevention,  culling  low-producing  a.nimals,  control  of  plant  diseases,  and  insects. 

4-H  Club  camps.-  In  3O  counties  plans  have  been  annoimced  for  4-H  Club  county  campq, 
starting  early  in  June  and  running  well  into  August.  State  office  is  assigning 
suecialists  to  coimties  as  they  reuort  plans.  Several  counties  vdll  meet  together. 

Farm  labor.-  During  month  26  emergency  farm  labor  employment  offices  were  organized 
and  set  up.  County  agents  in  18  coimties  are  opening  full-time  labor  offices  for 
special  crop  seasons,  and  about  100  small,  part-time  offices  have  been  set  up, 
primarily  vrith  volijnteer  help.  Farm  labor  sta^ff  is  working  on  plans  to  divide 
possible  labor  su:pplies  into  regnlar  and  emergency  categories. 

Food  ureserva.tion.-  Four  food  preservation  conferences  designed  to  bring  community 
instructors  up  to  date  have  been  held.  Five  public  canned-foods  spoilage  clinics 
were  conducted  in  conjunction  with  the  conferences.  Reports  shov;  more  spoiled 
tomatoes  v;ere  found  than  any  other  food. 
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